NNBA Rules Committee Survey for Members of The NNBA (June 2026)

NAME:

DATE FILED OUT:

Non-promulgated Rules that a statute has mandated be promulgated, include:

Navajo Rules of Extradition Procedure, 17 N.N.C. 1958; promulgated by President of the
Navajo Nation and the Supreme Court with concurrence of the Law and Order
Committee

For reference, the currently promulgated rules (and policy statements that are functionally akin to
rules) include:

Navajo Rules of Criminal Procedure, last updated November 1, 1990

Navajo Rules of Evidence, last updated April 1, 1978

NNBA Rules of Conduct (sometimes called Navajo Rules of Professional Conduct), last
updated May 17, 1993

Rules of Court, last updated April 1, 1978

Navajo Garnishment Act Rules of Procedure, last updated June 17, 2013

Child Support Guidelines, last updated July 25, 1996

Navajo Rules of Civil Procedure, last updated May 23, 1989

Declaratory Rulings on Questions of Navajo Law (e.g., certifying questions from foreign
jurisdiction to Navajo Supreme Court), last updated June 24, 1983

Domestic Violence Proceedings, last updated October 2, 1993

Navajo Rules of Exclusion Proceedings, last updated January 11, 1982

Navajo Policy on Appointment of Counsel & Indigency, last updated August 15, 1994

Pro Bono Rules, last updated June 18, 1996

Probate Procedure, last updated April 1, 1978

Repossession of Personal Property Proceedings, last updated January 29, 1982

Small Claims Proceedings, last updated February 27, 1990

Uniform Sentencing Policy, last updated August 13, 1994 (does not reflect significant
changes flowing from CJA-08-00)

Also consider that some District Courts have local rules
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Question 1: What sets of Rules that are currently promulgated (e.g., Nav. R. Cr. P., Nav.
R. Ev.) do you believe are in most need of urgent revision? That is, what Rules should the
Rules Committee focus on first?

ANSWER BELOW:

IL.

Question 2: What new sets of Rules do you believe would be helpful to promulgate in
the first instance moving forward? For example, rules governing changing one’s name

legally, rules governing civil traffic matters, rules governing quiet-title procedure, rules
governing adult-guardianship proceedings.

ANSWER BELOW:
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Question 3: What Supreme Court cases and District Court/Family Court cases in the
Navajo Reporter would you refer the Rules Committee to, or want to be in active
consideration by the Rules Committee as they work to revise the Rules? This question
seeks to crowd-source key Navajo Supreme Court and other cases that interpret extant
rules so that the Rules Committee isn’t missing any interpretations. Please feel free to be
as descriptive as you would like; we are hoping to gather as much data as possible on
case law and outdated rules that have been superseded by a change in statute (e.g., Nav.
R. Cr. P. 57 was rendered outdated by CJA-08-00 which removed the prior statutory
authorization that a probationer or parolee whose probation or parole was revoked had to
serve 1.5 times the original sentence as punishment for the violation; now the statutes—
17 N.N.C. 1818 and 1819—simply require the probationer or parolee to serve the original
whole sentence). Feel free to use bullet points.

ANSWER BELOW:
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IV.  Question 4: What structural changes might you suggest to already promulgated Rules?
For example, would it make sense to collapse the Appellate Rules and Civil Appellate
Rules? Would it make sense to have a single reference guide for how to cite to each set of
rules? For example, many sets of rules lack guidance on how to cite to them (e.g., Nav.
Pro Bono Rules).

ANSWER BELOW:

V.  Question 5: Are there are any specific Rules from any set of rules that you wish to
particularly highlight for the Rules Committee? Please feel free to list as many as you
would like. Please offer any commentary and citations to interpretative case law that you
wish the Rules Committee to be aware of.

ANSWER BELOW:
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Question 6: Are there any other comments or suggestions or questions you might have
for the Rules Committee? Are there any questions you think would be beneficial for the
Rules Committee to ask bar members when it sends out surveys like this in the future?

Any other questions you would suggest we ask members of the Navajo bench in the
future?

ANSWER BELOW:

VIL

Question 7: Would you like to be involved in advising drafting of Rules or be involved
in any meetings or gatherings involving discussing proposed changes to Rules and
promulgation of new Rules?

ANSWER BELOW:
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